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Yamagata Rice Field
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Opticos Design   www.missingmiddle.com

http://www.missingmiddle.com/


DENSITY CONCEPTS
March 15, 2022 5DENSITY IS... traditional neighborhood character

Opticos Design   www.missingmiddle.com

http://www.missingmiddle.com/
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Opticos Design   www.missingmiddle.com

http://www.missingmiddle.com/
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US Energy Information Administration. 
https://www.eia.gov/state/seds/data.php?incfile=/state/seds/sep_sum/html/rank_use_capita.html&sid=US

https://www.eia.gov/state/seds/data.php?incfile=/state/seds/sep_sum/html/rank_use_capita.html&sid=US
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Michaels Energy https://michaelsenergy.com/multi-family-versus-single-family-detached-homes-energy-use/

https://michaelsenergy.com/multi-family-versus-single-family-detached-homes-energy-use/
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EcoRI  https://ecori.org/2018-4-16-ri-farm-purchase-program-targets-new-farmers/

https://michaelsenergy.com/multi-family-versus-single-family-detached-homes-energy-use/
https://ecori.org/2018-4-16-ri-farm-purchase-program-targets-new-farmers/
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“Physical activity in relation to urban environments in 14 cities worldwide: a cross-sectional study”
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27045735/

”The Quiet Revolution Happening in the Suburbs
https://www.governing.com/archive/gov-suburban-urban-changes.html

walkable 
neighborhood = 

+90 
minutes of daily 

exercise

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27045735/
https://www.governing.com/archive/gov-suburban-urban-changes.html
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“Leaving Cambridge for the comfort of strangers” – The Boston Globe 3/10/22
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/03/10/opinion/leaving-cambridge-comfort-strangers/

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/03/10/opinion/leaving-cambridge-comfort-strangers/
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https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2017/08/more-adults-living-without-children.html

71% 
of adults live in 

household without 
children

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2017/08/more-adults-living-without-children.html
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https://www.nar.realtor/on-common-ground/the-walkable-demand
https://www.nar.realtor/on-common-ground/affordable-walkability-2021

60%
of people favor 
neighborhoods 
walkable mix of 

homes and stores
-National Association of Realtors

https://www.nar.realtor/on-common-ground/the-walkable-demand
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https://www.apartments.com/station-row-providence-ri/c0tv11f/
https://www.nar.realtor/on-common-ground/the-walkable-demand
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/resources/foot-traffic-ahead-2016/

$2,725
avg 2BR monthly rent
new construction in 

Providence -
Apartments.com

60%
higher rents

for multi-families in 
walkable 

neighborhoods
-SmartGrowthAmerica

https://www.apartments.com/station-row-providence-ri/c0tv11f/
https://www.nar.realtor/on-common-ground/the-walkable-demand
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/resources/foot-traffic-ahead-2016/
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Urban Housing Density and Infrastructure Costs Antti Kurvinen and Arto Saari (prototype #3, 0% car-sharing, structured parking excluded)
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338484084_Urban_Housing_Density_and_Infrastructure_Costs

3X
Increased 
density

-60%
lower public 
infrastructure
costs /capita

=

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338484084_Urban_Housing_Density_and_Infrastructure_Costs
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Brookings Institute - “Gentle” Density can save our neighborhoods
https://www.brookings.edu/research/gentle-density-can-save-our-neighborhoods/

$1
MM

$3
MM

$3.5
MM

https://www.brookings.edu/research/gentle-density-can-save-our-neighborhoods/
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Opticos Design   www.missingmiddle.com

http://www.missingmiddle.com/

